eventually a blind eye was turned to
fiders who wanted to compete in
both types of racing.

Although the official position of
the national body is still that the
TERC is a black club, fortunately the
State officials in Tasmania’s controll-
ing body, now known by its new
name of Motorcycle Sport Tasmania,
are more lenient and pretend they
don't know about riders riding with
both organisations.

In a climate when both dis-
ciplines may find themselves strug-
gling for numbers if the rules were
strictly adhered to, this is a refresh-
ing attitude from officials who only
100 often stick the rules even when
they don’t make sense.

In addition to conducting its
regular grass track and enduro cham-
pionship series the TERC also hosts
regular open fun days for special
events, including beach racing and
natural terrain paddock races.

In fact the TERC was responsi-
ble for reviving the once popular
sport of beach racing about six years
ago.

The sport was highly popular in
the 1950s but died out for lack of
venues until the TERC revived it and
now attracts upwards of 160 entries
for every meeting.

Because of unusual low tide con-
ditions needed for such racing, and
usually permission needed from the
Lands Department, only two events
are conducted a year on average at
several selected sites.

The TERC was also responsible '

for reviving the sport of grass track
or natural terrain racing, and con-
ducts a regular winter series, again
on specially chosen sites.

In fact grass track days have
proven so popular that the MST
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organisation has decided to run its
own “official”” Tasmanian grass track
championship series this year for the
first time.

With beach racing and grass
track racing days, the TERC offers
special one-day memberships for non-
club members at a very reasonable
rate (around $5, mainly to cover liabil-
ity), which helps attract extra riders.

These days usually also include
classes for trikes, quads, and multi-
wheelers, providing spectacular rac-
ing with a difference.

The club's regular enduro season
is probably geared towards the more
serious riders, with enduros usually
of four-hours duration.

The courses for the enduros
often follow four-wheel-drive tracks
and tracks used for such events in re-
cent times inciude Mawbanna and
Takone on the North-West Coast.

Former Mr. Ironman titleholder Mark
Maine likes a challenge in the bush.
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Not part of the Mr lronman ser-
ies is the annual Advocate Eight-Hour
Enduro, and as the name implies isa
gruelling eight hour event, once again
with teams of riders in a pony ex-
press event.

Sharing a ride is not compulsory,
and several riders are keen enough (or
mad enough) to attempt the distance
solo.

Another interesting and enjoya-
ble activity revived by the club last
year was the Green Light Rally near
Beaconsfield, which was basically a
trail ride fun day and proved a huge
success.

So before you head bush next
time with the motor bike strapped
onto the back of your four-wheel-
drive, think about spending a day
with the guys and girls of the
TERC—it could be a lot more fun than
you think. Martin Agatyn O
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INFORMATION FILE

Day Membership
Event Entry Fee
Club contact: Darlene Jacques
(publicity officer) (004) 37 2681
Remaining 1994 dates:

Grass track (natural terrain):
May 15, Sep 11, Nov 13.
Enduros: West Takone (Jul 10);
Hampshire (Aug 14).

Pony Express: Railton (June 19).
Eight-Hour Enduro: Oct 9

(venue to be finalised).

Beach Racing: Peggs Beach (near
Wynyard, Nov 27).

Green Light Rally: October
(details yet to finalised).
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